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contractor arrived on the scene with a small army of 300
Italians, and work resumed its former busy aspect.
However, peace did not reign for long. The Italian
workmen saw that they held the advantage over the
engineers, that there was no competitive labour, and accord-
ingly they struck for higher pay. The engineers, caught
on the horns of a dilemma, had to surrender, and the
Italians picked up their tools. Then another cause of
dissatisfaction manifested itself. The workmen concluded
that they were being driven too hard, so they declined to
perform a full day's labour. They held the whip-hand
and emphasised its potency so frequently, and the friction
between employers and employed became so keen, that it
appeared more than once as if the contract would have
to be suspended until the rebellion was quelled.
While these disputes and continual bickerings were at
their   height   further   complication   was  provoked.    The
German military authorities,  finding the subjugation of
the Hereros a far heavier task than they had anticipated,
wished to penetrate into the heart of the country so as to
strike a supreme blow upon the enemy's stronghold.   They
had   their   own   line   extending   from   Swakopmund  to
Windhuk, but owing to its heavy grades and light con-
struction it had broken down completely under the strain
of the heavy military traffic.    The authorities strove to
alleviate this situation by utilising bullock-carts to trans-
port troops and commissariat up-country, but this alter-
native failed lamentably.    This service was so slow, and
the absence of water by the wayside was felt to a serious
degree.     In   their   extremity   the   German   Government
appealed to the engineers of the Otavi line.   They besought
them  to  spare  no  effort  to  drive  the  railway  forward
speedily, first to Ouguati, icxjf miles from the coast, and
then to Omaruru, 145 miles beyond the former point*
As  an  Inducement  the  builders  were  offered  a  heavy
premium.
The engineers agreed to meet official demands, and to
expedite the constructional work a further army of 750